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The Lodge Newsletter
In this issue, we hope to highlight some past and future events as well as help you
understand the Order of the Arrow and your position in it. If you have any
comments for the next newsletter, please forward them to: tomtom@topatopa.org.
Hope you enjoy this issue of the Tom Tom! Going forward the Tom Tom will be
posted on the Lodge website at topatopa.org.

What have we been up to?
The Lodge has been very busy this past year and here are just a few achievements
to report:
 New Benches at Camp Three Falls. Arrowmen came out on Willing Work Days to dig the
trenches and assist with installing the railroad ties. The benches were ready in time for
Summer Camp!
 A great turn out for the Spring Ordeal! More than 50 Candidates worked hard on tents and
cots while Arrowmen came up and worked to restore campsite access and get the camp ready.
Camp Three Falls benefitted greatly from the service of our Candidates and their Elangomats
and all involved also benefitted from great food and hospitality from our hosts. Thank you very
much to all who attended! The new Camp Ranger, Lee Winagura became a new Ordeal
member. Be sure to say hello next time you're at Camp.
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 Our Lodge Contingent attended the National Order of the Arrow Conference (NOAC) at
University of Indiana in Bloomington, IN this summer. Our Arrowmen took classes and training,
attended the best shows in Scouting, competed in Ceremonies, met many fellow Arrowmen
from around the USA and from other countries, and of course, enjoyed patch trading!

Welcome new Ordeal members!
Some may be asking "What is the OA?"
The Order of the Arrow was founded during the summer of 1915 at Treasure Island, the Philadelphia Council Scout
camp. Treasure Island was part of the original land grant given to William Penn by King Charles II of England.
The camp was located on a 50-acre wooded island in the Delaware River between New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Historical
records show that it was an early camping ground of the Lenni Lenape or Delaware Indians.
Congratulations on your induction into the Order of the Arrow. You have joined a brotherhood with a rich history of
providing cheerful service to others. The Order’s first purpose is to recognize those, like yourself, who exemplify the Scout
Oath and Law in their daily lives. As a member, you are entrusted with fulfilling the other three purposes of the Order:
Promoting responsible outdoor adventure, developing leaders, and crystallizing the Scout habit of helpfulness into a life
purpose of leadership in cheerful service to others.
You are a member of Topa Topa Lodge #291, which is among the oldest official Order of the Arrow lodges within the BSA.
The Order of the Arrow acts through the Lodge to express the values it has embodied since its inception in 1915:
Brotherhood, cheerfulness, and service. As an organization grounded in outdoor adventure and cheerful service to others,
exciting opportunities await your involvement. Completing your Ordeal was only the first step toward full membership in
the Order. In the months to come you will return to service in your unit and your understanding of the principles of the
Order of the Arrow you gained from your Ordeal will grow.
Be sure to come to Conclave and/or the Fall Ordeal to continue your OA journey! Yes, your Ordeal
was hard work, but come up to Camp again as an Arrowman. You may come as friends but will
leave as Brothers.

Chapter Meetings and Leadership
Call your Chapter Adviser for meeting info
Asuskwa (Camarillo):
Chapter Chief: Dimitri B. (805) 248-4517
Chapter Adviser: Mr. Bryan Arthur
(805) 947-6621

Mitz-Khan-A-Khan (Ventura, Oak View,
Ojai Santa Paula, Fillmore, Piru):
Chapter Chief: Luke S.
Chapter Adviser: Mr. Tony Waters
(805) 642-0523

Attend a meeting, tell the youth leaders what you’re interested in, or ask
how you can help and you’ll have taken the first step towards active
involvement in the OA. Remember though, your first duty is to your unit.
Chapter Meetings are fun events to catch up with your Brothers and
also a time to plan for events and learn what is happening in the Order
of the Arrow.

OA Starts at the local Chapter Meetings. Please contact your Chapter
Adviser for meeting locations, times and dates
Moskimos (Conejo Valley and LDS Moorpark):

Lodge Executive
Council

Chapter Chief: Kai N. (805) 558-8031
Chapter Adviser: Mr. Peter Bowen (805) 216-9743

Topa Topa Officers 2017-2018

and Mr. Bill Parker (Interim), (805) 499-7516

Lodge Chief: Justin K.

Uhu-Ku (Simi Valley and Moorpark)

Vice Chief—Activities: David L.

Chapter Chief: William B.
Chapter Adviser: Mr. Peter Bowen (805) 216-9743

Vice Chief—Inductions: Chad A.
Lodge Secretary: Nicholas F.

OA Troop/Team Representative

Treasurer: Brendan C.
Ceremonies: Cody A.

Did you know that a leadership position related to the OA can exist within your troop
or team? Did you know that it can fulfill the leadership position requirement for the
Eagle rank? That position is the OA Troop/Team Representative, and Arrowmen
serving in this capacity have the ability to have a tremendous impact on their unit.

Vigil Chief: Jordan S.
Ventura County Council BSA Lodge
Staff Adviser: Mr. Jermain Bell

In this position you will be the link between your OA lodge or chapter and the unit. In
your unit, you will make sure that fellow Arrowmen know about upcoming OA events,
and in turn you’ll take information on how the OA could help your unit back to the
lodge. OA Representatives attend the Lodge Excecutive Committee (LEC) meetings at
the Scout House the 4th Thursday of the month - Check the calendar for the next
meeting.

Lodge Adviser: Mr. Peter Bowen

The OA Troop/Team Representative is a valuable role—one that you will enjoy and
find fulfilling. It is a way to serve the lodge and your unit at the same time, and on top
of it all it will help you advance towards Eagle.
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“A Legacy of Servant
Leadership”

Do YOU Have what it takes to be an
Arrowman?
What are Arrowmen Qualities?
Who is a friend to all? Who is helpful when others need a hand? Who is
cheerful when he has tiresome jobs to do? Who would you wish to go camping
with? Who regularly attends meetings of the Troop, campouts and service
projects? Who can you depend on? Who sets an example by living the Scout
Oath in his everyday life? Who do you feel is worthy to be a part of Scouting’s
National Honor Society?
The Founders, E. Urner Goodman, with the assistance of Carroll A. Edson,
knew from experience as Scoutmasters that in every unit there were members
who, by virtue of their dedication to the Scout Oath and Law, distinguished
themselves in Cheerful Service to the extent that they inspired others to a
similar dedication. A Scout whose dedication to the Scout Oath and Law is so
great that he is an inspiration to his fellow scouts is an "Inspirational Leader".
They are those who most inspire the ideals of Scouting; particularly
Cheerfulness and Service. They knew that entry by election would help all
Scouts in the unit to become aware of these qualities, and encourage those
selected to maintain their examples.

As the Order moves forward
in the 21st century, it is
strengthening its ties to the
values that the organization
was founded upon:
brotherhood, cheerfulness,
and service. The OA’s
strategic plan calls for the
fortification of the lodge’s
ties to each council, and to
provide expanded leadership
development and service
opportunities to the youth of
Scouting.
Today, with over 300 lodges
nationwide and 180,000+
members, the Order has
helped produce many of
Scouting’s most outstanding
leaders.

Additionally, the Order of the Arrow has several key benefits for the individual.
First, the OA is a way for peers to recognize Scouts who exemplify the Scout
Oath and Law in their daily lives. This recognition instills a sense of pride within
an individual.
Second, the OA gives Scouts an opportunity that might not be found at the unit
level. They have a chance to sharpen their leadership skills by leading others at
a local council or national level, by planning and promoting events, by
communicating, and by attending leadership programs. They are then able to
return to their troops and provide leadership. By allowing Scouts to actively
participate in the OA, troop and team leaders are allowing them to develop
their leadership skills, which will improve the unit.
More benefits to follow in the next Tom Tom!
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OA Membership: Ordeal,
Brotherhood, and Vigil Honor
Brotherhood Membership

There are three memberships in
the Order of the Arrow: Ordeal,
Brotherhood, and Vigil Honor.

Ordeal Membership is the

is not to be thought of as a
separate honor in the same sense as
the Vigil Honor. It does not carry
with it any degree of rank, status or
special privilege within the Lodge.

initial membership in the Order.
The Ordeal consists primarily of
physical impressions, a series of
tests to prove sincere dedication to
the principles of the Order.
The primary obligation of an Ordeal
membership is to serve his/her
troop or team, and the member is
only ready for additional responsibility within the Order after first satisfying this responsibility.

Brotherhood is an opportunity for
members to evaluate their contributions to Scouting and the Lodge and by
sealing their membership in the Order,
to reaffirm their beliefs in its high
purposes. The ceremony is meant as a
source of inspiration, motivating
members to render even greater service
to Scouting through the Order of the
Arrow.

(From the Order of the Arrow Handbooks, 1950 to

present) by Vaughan Armstrong,
Topa Topa Lodge Chief, 1964

Vigil Honor Membership is an honor—the highest that the Order
of the Arrow can bestow. It is a high mark of distinction and recognition. It
has successfully fulfilled a very definite and satisfactory service to the Order,
to Scouting and to the individual members.
Its continued success depends on the care with which future members are
selected and on the maintenance by its members of the high ideals of
services to others for which the Vigil Honor has always been known
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Attention!
New Ordeal Brothers...
Join Jumpstart at
jumpstart.oa-bsa.org
Find the secret password
to login

On the road to
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Topa Topa Lodge
Calendar of
Upcoming Events
Date

Event

Check for sign-up forms at TopaTopa.org
and send payment to the scout store.

Location

September 21-23

Conclave

Camp Three Falls

September 29

Lodge Dinner

Cisco's Thousand Oaks

October 5-7

Fall Ordeal

Camp Three Falls

October 18

Lodge Executive Committee

VC Council Center

November 3

Section W4N Council of Chiefs

VC Council Center

Come to Conclave at Camp Three Falls! Our theme will be Harry Potter where we will be putting on a magical weekend
and celebrating 10 years of Section W-4N! Make sure to sign up, we hope to see every lodge in the section having fun and
making friends!

1st Willing Work Day
Come to C3F to see the finished product!

?? Challenge Question ??

NOAC Contingent 2018

What does WWW stand for? Hint: It's
not World Wide Web. Email your
answer to tomtom@topatopa.org
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TOPA TOPA LODGE
Order of the Arrow
www.topatopa.org

2018 Lodge Dinner Registration Form
September 29th, 2018 at 6:00 PM

The Lodge Dinner is hosted by Moskimos Chapter and will be held at Cisco's Mexican Resteraunt
at 1712 E Avenida De Los Arboles, Thousand Oaks, CA 91362.
Time: Saturday September 29 @ 6:00 PM
Cost $25.00
The Lodge Dinner will be followed by an awards ceremony, the installation of new officers, and the Vigil Call Outs.
Families are invited to attend.
Please mail form and money to: Ventura County Council-Order of the Arrow; 509 E Daily Drive; Camarillo,
CA 93010
Please Fill in EVERY Field

Name: _____________________________________________________
BSA Member Number: ________________________________________
Phone: _____________________________________________________
E-mail: ________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________ City: ____________________State: ______
Zip:_______________ Birthday: ___/___/______
Age Group: Youth (11-17) ____ Youth/Adult (18-21) ____ Adult (21+) ____
Candidate / Ordeal / Brotherhood / Vigil (circle one)

Male/Female (circle one)

Chapter: ______________________

EVENT:

Lodge Dinner……..……………………….. Qty:____ @ $25/person
Gopher Pass…>>>>>>>>>>>>>………… Qty:____ @ FREE

=

Subtotal:_____
Subtotal:_____

DUES:

2018 Annual Dues………………………. Qty:____ @ $12/year
2019 Annual Dues………………………. Qty:____ @ $12/year

=
=

Subtotal:_____
Subtotal:_____
TOTAL:________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Media Release: I release any and all video, audio or photographs of myself or my family for the use of the Boy Scouts of America in any
advertisements or promotions of the Order of the Arrow.
For Lodge Secretary and Treasurer use only:
Date Received:_________________ Receipt Number: _______________ Date Entered: __________________

Order of

the Arrow

TOPA TOPA LODGE
Order of the Arrow
www.topatopa.org

2018 Member Induction Registration Form
Located at Camp Three Falls, Friday 7:00 PM – Sunday 8:00AM
This form is for current OA members. Eat dinner before arriving, there will be no meals served on Friday night. Everyone needs to
be out of camp by 9:30 am Sunday morning.
Please mail form and $$ to: Ventura County Council - Order of the Arrow, 509 E Daily Drive, Camarillo, California 930105820

Name: _____________________________________________________

Troop/Unit #_____

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________
City _______________________ State ____ Zip Code____ E-mail: _________________________________
Phone: _______________________ BSA ID # __________________________ Birth Date: ___/___/______
Youth (11-17) ____ Youth/Adult (18-21) ____ Adult (21+) ____

Male ___ Female ___

Ordeal / Brotherhood / Vigil (circle one) Chapter: ____________________________
Member…. ...................................................................................@ $25.00 ................ : $_______
Elangomat: You must serve as Elangomat at ordeal ……….@ $20.00………….: $_______
Ceremonies: You must serve as Ceremonialist at ordeal.......@ $20.00………….: $_______
>>> I am attending ____ June 1-3 ____ Oct. 5-7 <<<<<
(NOTICE: You must have your current dues paid to participate in OA activities)
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - I release any and all video, audio or photographs of myself or my son from this event for the use of the Boy Scouts of America in any advertisements or promotions of
the Order of the Arrow.

Authorization and Consent for Treating a Minor MUST be filled out (MINOR WILL CARRY A COPY)
(Pursuant to California Family Code Section 6910)
The undersigned does hereby authorize the Ventura County Council-BSA, or such substitute as it may designate, as agent for the undersigned to
consent to and x-ray, examination, anesthetic, medical or surgical diagnosis of treatment and hospital care for the above minor which is deemed
advisable by and to be rendered under the general or special supervision of any physician and surgeon, licensed under the provision of medical
practice or any dentist licensed under the dental practical act, whether such diagnosis or treatment is rendered at the office of said physician or
dentist, at a hospital, Scout Camp, or elsewhere. This authorization will remain in effect while the above minor is en-route to or from or participating
in the above noted activity.

Signed: (parent/guardian) ________________________________________

Date:__________________

In case of an emergency, please notify: Name: _________________________ Phone (____) ____________________
Physician: ____________________________________________________ Phone (____) _________________
____
Company or Provider: ___________________________________________ Policy Number: ______________________
For Lodge Secretary and Treasurer use only:
Date Received:_________________ Receipt Number: _______________ Date Entered: __________________

Order of

the Arrow
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TOPA TOPA LODGE
Order of the Arrow
www.topatopa.org
For Dues and Membership Information, check out the web site! You
can also email us or call the BSA Council Office at (805) 482-8938

2018 dues
$12.00 per member per year, Jan. through Dec., 2019

Prepay 2019 dues
$12.00 per member per year, Jan. through Dec., 2019
To continue receiving the Tom Tom, pay your dues now. It's easy
to call the Scout store and pay by credit card.

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Ventura County Council, BSA

Order of the Arrow
Topa Topa Lodge #291
509 E. Daily Drive
Camarillo, CA 93010
Mailing Address Line 1
Mailing Address Line 2
Mailing Address Line 3
Mailing Address Line 4
Mailing Address Line 5

